
OLVER ANNOUNCES HOUSE APPROVED $150,000 FOR CONTE ANADROMOUS FISH RESEARCH LAB

  
        WASHINGTON, D.C.  Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that U.S. House of Representatives has approved a funding bill that includes $150,000 for equipment and research at the Silvio O. Conte Anadromous Fish Research Lab in Turners Falls.

  The funding was included in the fiscal year 2008 Interior, Environment Appropriations bill. Olver is a member of the Interior, Environment Appropriations Subcommittee and secured the funding.

    "During the Industrial Revolution, many populations of anadromous fishes were severely depleted by damming, pollution or alteration of their migratory or spawning habitats," Olver said." Without these funds the lab would not be able to purchase the equipment necessary to conduct the critical research to restore naturally reproducing populations within their original ranges."

  The funding will support the purchase of equipment to conduct basic and applied research on the effects of environmental contaminants, dams, and altered river flows on the restoration and sustainability of fish populations, including endangered fish species.  The research is needed to improve our understanding of the effects of dams and their operations, along with flow alterations, on the Connecticut Rivers' ability to support native biodiversity.

    The project received $150,000 in the FY05 Interior, Environment Appropriations bill.
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